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OFFICIAL RULES FOR THE
1977 PHILIP C. JESSUP INTERNATIONAL LAW MOOT COURT COMPETITION
I. ORGANIZATION

The Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competltlon
i$_sponsored annually by the Association of Student Internatlonal
Law Societies (ASILS) and the American Society of International
Law (ASIL) for students enrolled in ASILS member schools and other
invited law schools. The Competition, administered by the Executive
Secretary of the ASILS, consists of three rounds of arguments
(Regional, - Semi-Final and Final). Domestic regionals shall be
held in designated geographical areas of the United States, Semi-
final and Final rounds shall be held at the site of the ASIL/ASILS
Annual Meeting. A single law school will host each Regional and
will appoint a Regional Administrator; if a.student is so app01nted,
the host school w111 also appoint a faculty adV1ser for that
Regional.

ITI. FACT PROBLEM

The h&pothetical fact'problem upon which the Competition is
based will be written each year by a scholar of international .
law selected by the Executive Secretary of ASILS.

III. ERIGIBILITY

‘All ASILS member societies are eligible to compete in the
Jessup Competition. Other law schools may become eligible when
their applications for participation in the Competition are approved
by the Executive Secretary. Such approval shall be based on a.
demonstration by the applicant law school of substantial involvement
in the.field of.international law, as evidenced, for example, by
the existence of a student international law society, substantial
student interest in moot court competition, and the existence of
international law curricula-and library holdings. A school shall
not be eligible to participate.in the Competition if it has already
participated for two years without having applied for membershlp in
the Association of Student International Law Societies. This require-
‘ment may be waived by the Executive Secretary upon showing of cause
- for relief by the respective school. All participating U.S. schools
shall submit an entrance fee ($115.00 for ASILS member schools,
$125.00 for non-member schools}, together with a notice of.intent
to participate, by October 29. An addltlonal $10.00 will be charged
for applications mailed after midnight, October 29, and’ sefore the final
deadline of November 26. Entrance fees in the Canadian Regional
shall be fixed at the discretion of the regional administrator in
that country, subject to the approval- of the Executive Secretary.
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© IV. TEAMS.
A. - Number. ,Each~51igible school may enter one team in the
Competition. ’ C L - .
.B. Composition. A team shall be composed of from two to five..

students, who alone shall research and write the memorials. ‘The
.names of all team members shall be transmltted to the Regional
Administrator not later than 10 days before the beglnnlng of the
Reglonal Round. All team members shall be studying for the J.D.

or its ‘equivalent, in order to qualify for the competition. A: ...
team member must be a- full or part-time student at only one school.
In exceptional c1rcumstan¢es, the Executive Secretary, upon written
request, may permit the participation of students studying for .an
“advanced graduate-level law degree. Team members will be chosen by
any -method approved by their respective law schools including . 1ntra-
mural competltlon utzllzzng the Jessup problem.

Any member of the team may act as an oralist during any argu-
ment of any round. However, to be eligible for any oralist -
award a competitor must have argued twice during the round. Only
two oralists will argue each argument. : B

During each argﬁment, one other team member may sit at the
table with the oralists as counsel. The person acting as counsel
must be one of the five team members. Moreover, the person acting
as counsel need not be the same person in each argument. Only the
judges, the two oralists, and the person designated as counsel may
communicate during the argument. There shall be no communication
between the counsel table and any other individual during the argu-
ment. : :

V. REGIONAL COMPETITION

A. Time and Place of Argument. All U.S. Regionals shall be held
""during either the first or second weekend in March. If direct
.confllct with any competing school! S examlnatron period would result,
a’'change in the dates of a Reglonal may be made, if approved in writ-
ing by each school participating within that region and.endorsed by
the Regional Administrator and the Executive Secretary. The Canadian
‘Regional shall be held durlng the last week in February.

-

The Executive Secretary shall notlfy .the Regional host and the
participating schools .not later than the week of November 29, of the
‘Regional groupings.: No later than February 4 the Regional Administra-
tors shall notify each .participating school of the palrlngs and of
the exact time and plate of -its Regiopals. 1Initial pairings shall
be final, except as modified by the Régional Administrator because
of the addition or deletion of a team or teams. -Bach team in the
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Regional should be assigned a number by the Regional Administrator
to be used on memorials and by others during the competition. The
school name must not appear.on the memorial, 1OY may it be_used to
identifv a team or member 1n anyway (as by nametag) during the
"competition.

Any team which is not present at the time and place designated
by the Regional Administrator for ‘its assigned regional round will
be deemed -to have forfeited its arguments. -If the Regional Admini-
strator has reason to believe that the team has been delayed for
reasons beyond its control, however, and if he or she can do so
without injury to those teams-which are present, he or she may take
whatever ameliorative action which may seem to the Administrator
‘appropriate, - i.e., delaying the beginning of the round for a
reasonable period of time, rescheduling arguments, and the like.

B. ‘Scope of Regions. XA Regional Round shall be composed, wherever
possible, of the same number of teams in all regions.

C. Regionals.

"1, Oral Arguments and Judging. .The Regional shall consist

. of four sets of arguments. During the Regional, each team shall

argue twice as applicants and twice as respondents. A panel composed
of three judges will -sit for each oral argument, except in extra-
ordinary circumstances by special permission of the Executive Secretary.
No single judge or panel of judges shall judge a team more than once
during any Round of the Competition, except in extraordinary circum-
_stances and with the special permission of the Executive Secretary.

2. Scouting. All scouting by agents of participating teams
. shall bé prohibited. Neither shall any team members be allowed to
attend any arguments other than the one in which their own team
participates during any Round in which their team is participating.

3. Memorial Judging. Each memorial shall receive three
separate scores. Each of the three memorial judges shall score
the memorial independently of his colleagues, assigning a numerical
store in accordance with the Memorial Scoring Instructions (see
Annex E). Each memorial judge shall submit his or her scores to
the Regional Administrator prior to the first oral argument of the
Reglonal Round

D. - Memorials.

1. Identification. No school names or addresses.of'ahy
" kind shall appecar -anywhere on the memorials. The memorial shall
be identified only by a number designated by the Regional Administrator.
The names of individual team members shall appear on the cover. Team
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against whom they are paired in the Reglonal Non-metered
stamps must be used, and mailing must be by priority or first .
class and registered or certlfled Deadl;ne for these mailings:
Midnight, Pcbruary ll T : AU T

8. Revision of Memorials; No team may révise, reprint, or _
in any other manner alter its memorials after the deadline for
" their submission, except that-a Regional- winner may revise the
memorial to conform with the.length requlrcment following the
assessment of an excessive length penalty in a Reglonal '

-

‘E. EXhlbltS.The use of eXhlbltS, other than documentg or
"hand-outs, is permitted. Teams requiring special equipment in
connection with an exhibit to be used during an oral argument
(such as blackboard, holders for charts, p01nters, lights, etc.)
shall so inform the- Reglonal Admlnlstrator no later than 10 days.
prior to the beglnnlng of the Regional Round. Failure to _comply
';may eliminate the possibility of hav1ng materlals avallable. .

' F. Awards. One award for the best memorials shall be glven
by the Regional Administrator to the team receiving the highest
combined score from the memorial judging panel for its two
memorials (after the imposition of any penalties). An award shall
also be given by the Regional Administrator to the best indiwvidual
oralist. Awards will also be glven by the Regional Admlnlstrator
to the first-place and runner-up “teams.

VI:. PENALTIES

The following.is an inclusive list of penalties which may
.be imposed on a team. It is extremely important that each team
have "a thorough understanding of the contents of this section.
The issue of penalties arises when the Administrator as a result
of his or her own motion or as the result of a complaint must
ascertain the facts of a situation in order to determine if an
infraction has occured. All complaints must be addressed to the
-Administrator and. the team accused -of a violation. All complaints
must include an ‘allegation of injury to the complaining team result-
ing from the alleged infraction by the accused team. The accused
team shall be allowed to reply-to the accusation. Upon receipt
of complaint and reply,the Administrator shall make a prompt
decision as to whetheér a penalty is warranted.

Complalnts pertalnlng to memorials must be submltted Prioxr
- to the commencement of tlhie competitor orientation session.

Compaints pertaining to oral arguments must be submitted prior
to completion of the round. Penalty points will be assessed
against the score given by each (as approprlate) oral argument
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or.memorial judge. _
The power of the Administrator to assess penalties is
'divided into two categories: nondiscretionary'and~discretionary.

- A. Nondlscretlonary Penaltles..For the fOllOWlng, the. Admninistrator
acting on his or her own motion or as a result of a complaint, T
will determine the facts of the situation as they apply to the
alleged infraction.. If he or she determines_ thst the facts
‘constitute a violation, then the penalty will bé assessed
mechanically with the Administrator having no dis cretlon.ln tne -
'matter. This means that there can be no ameliorative attempts,
equitable remedies, or waiver of the rules by the Administratdr
nor by the competitors. -

1. Memorial Rules.‘ L
. Violation - : . ~ Penalty

a. Tardiness in submitting any
memorial (for memorials post-
marked between February 12 ° .
and February 15, inc¢lusive). - . 5 points

'b. Extreme tardiness in submitt-
ing any memorial (for memorials
postmarked between..February 16 .
"and February 18, inclusive). 1 point per day

c. Unacceptable tardinéss in sub-
mitting any memorial . (for memorials Elimination from
postmarked after February 18). . competition.

- d. Failure to mail memorials with _
non-metered stamps. 1 point

e. Failure to send memorials .
registered or certified (penalty '
. suspended if memorials arrive
within- 5 working days of proper
mailing.date). " 1 point

-f. Excessive memorial length ° 2 points per page
. ) over 25 pages
g. Form and Style violations (except
. for :excessive memorial length)
(administrator "also shall restruc-
"ture memorial .as to style require-
ments in order, to determine actual
.length of mcmorlal) . " 2 points per category
of violation
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"h. Revision.after submission"date. 5 points.

. 2. Oral Argument Rules. , ) .. w .
" _Violation. o TR ': - Penalty

a. Communlcatlon bétweeﬂ counsel ’
table. and any person (other than . .
judges) durlng .the argument e "3 points-

.. - .

Taa L.
- P R

b. Submission of additional writteﬁ . . —3" points
materials to oral judges, whether
.prior to, during, or after argu-

ment.
c. Scouting (mﬁst have been of _‘ Disqualification from .
benefit to violator's team). . * closely affected rounds.

B. Discretionary Penalties. The Administrator may assess up- -
to 5 points (oral or memorial, depending upon time of infraction)
for each action by a team which substantlally prejudlces the
‘conduct of the competition.

C. .Appeals. All penaltiés assessed by the Regional Administrator
may be appealed to the Executive Secretary. As all complaints
and penalty assessments as.to memorials (except for late revisions
or cases of fraudulent concealment) must be made prior to the
beginning of oradl arguments, so also must appeals relating to
"memorials. Appeals relating to oral arguments and all non-
discretionary penalty assessments must be made prior to the con-
clusion of the Round. In no case may a complaint be placed with
. the Executive Secretary except by appeal from the decision of the
Regional Administrator. All complaints arising. from a semi-final
or the final round in San Francisco shall be registered with the
Executive Secretary, whose decision shall be final.

With regard to nondiscretionary penalty assessments, a strong
" presumption of correctness as to the finding of fact shall lie
in the decision of the Regional Administrator. Clear and convinc-
ing evidence must be shown in order to rebut such presumption on
appeal. No such .presumption shall exist with regard to a discretion-
ary penalty assessment by the Regional Administrator.

" VII. .SCORING

-In determiﬁing the winner of each arqument, penalties shall
be subtracted from each judge s oral or memorial score, as.
appropriate. Except as otherwise ‘provided herecin, pcnaltles shall
be subtracted prior to the determination of the aggregate memorial-
oral scorc. A sheet 6f scoring instructions and a scoring sheet
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shall be given to each memorial and oral judge.

A. Winner of an Argument. The winner of each argument shall be

- the team which has received the higher score out of a total of

9 points, which are awarded as follows: One point is given for
each time that a team's.memorial was given a higher grade than

its opponent's memorial by a memorial judge. There are 3 possible
. memorial points. Two points are glven for each time that an oral
judge gave - a team a higher grade than its opponent in oral argu- .
.ment. There are 6 .possible oral argument points.

-

In extraordinary circumstances and with special permission -
of the Executive Secretary, two~-member judging panels may be
utilized, either for judging memorials or oral arguments. In
the case of memorials, a hypothetical third judge's score will
be created by awarding to it an amount of points equal in number
to 50% of those given by each of the two panel members. For
example, on a two-judge panel, if judge A awarded the memorial
85 points, and judge B awarded it 89 points, the hypothetical
score would be 87: 42.5 plus 44.5. 1In the case of oral judging
where there is a two-judge panel, three points will be awarded
for each time one of the two gave a team a higher grade than its
opponent. :

B. Winner of a Round. The.winner of a Round (Regional, Semi-final
National or International) shall be the team with the best won/loss
record from the 4 arguments in that Round. If there are two or
more teams with the same won/loss record, their ranking. in the
Round shall be determined by adding together the judging point
scores for each argument. These total nine per argument, so the
maximum possible number of judging points would be 36 for the Round.
If two or more teams remain tied after following this procedure,
their ranking in the Round shall then be determined by adding to-
gether the numerical scores given by each oral judge (2400 possible
points) and the total numerical scores (1200 possible points) given
for the team's memorials. The use of the numerical point total is
only to break a tie 'in the judging point totals.

C. Final Round. The Final Round of the Competition consists of
one argument between the winner of the National Division and the
International Division. The winner of this argument shall be
determined by a vote of the three Final Round judges. Each judge,
after considering both the memorials and oral arguments, shall cast
one vote. The team which. receives the most votes wins Lhe Plnal
""Round and becomes the Jessup Champion.

D. Best Memorial Winner. The winner_of Best Memorial in the
Regional Round shall be determined on the basis of the cumulative
total of 100-point-bascd scores, after deducting penalty points,
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for both applicant's and respondent's memorials given by the
three memorial judges.  The highest possible score for Best
Memorial in the Round would thus be 600 points.

E. Best Oralist. The winner of the Best Oralist Award shall
be that person with the highest average individual oral scoxe,
computed as follows: For each-oralist, total all individual
_oral scores received ‘and divide by the number of oral judges
scoring that oralist. To qualify, a participant must argue.”
_at - least twice during the round. "

P. Notification of Scores. Upon completion of -a Regional and
prior to the Semi-Final Rounds, .the Regional Administrator shall
as soon as possible submit to each of the participating teams
the aggregate point totals respectively assessed by the oral and
memorial judges for . each argument which took place during the
Regional. ' “ '

_VIII, OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE

Outside assistance rendered to a team in the preparation of
its case, including that from faculty members, shall be limited
to general discussion of issues, suggestions as to research
sources, and decision-making in intramural eliminzticns. Once
the basis research of the topic has been completed, further dis-
cussion of th=2 issues with such outside advisers should be termin-
ated., Those who have rendered outside assistance and who are
later requested to act as judges in practice rounds shall be
requested to limit their questioning as judges only to those areas-
of the law which have been previously discussed. BAfter the basic
research is completed, critiques going to the substantive issues
are prohibited. Those requested to act as judges must be informed
. of these rules. The purpose of these rules are to develop an
unassisted appreciation and understanding of international law
through individual and team effort.

" IX. PROMULGATION OF -ADDITIONAL RULES

Either the Executive Secretary or a Regional Administrator,
with the Executive Secretary's approval, may interpret the Official
Rules, and may promulgate, prior to the conclusion of a. Regional,
such other measures as may be deemed adivsable for the orderly
conduct of a Round, provided that these measures do not confllct
with any of the OfflClal Rules. '

X. . WITHDRAWAL FROM THE COMPETITION -

Any tecam withdrawing after notification of its ihtbnt to
participate has been accepted by the Executive Secretary shall
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forfeit its entrance fee. Failure .to notify the Executive
Secretary timely of intéended withdrawal shall subject that
team's school to probaL;onary review at the Annual Meeting of
the ASILS.

XI. SEMI-FINAL AND FINAL ROUNDS

- The Regional Winners shall meet-and partlclpate in the Semi-
Final Rounds, which shall be held concurrently with the Inter-
national DlVlSlon,Round of the Competition. The winner of the
Semi-Final Round and the winner of the International Division .
Round shall meet and participate in the Final Round, the

winner of which shall be deemed the winner of The Philip C.
Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition. The Official
Rules, except for the appropriate dates which -are included in the
Official Timetable, shall apply to the semi-final Rounds.

XII. ANNUAL REPORT

After the Final Round, the Executive Secretary shall send
a report to all teams that participated in the Competition.
This report shall, at a minimum, indicate the winners, the best
memorials, and best oralists in the Regional Rounds; the winner,
best memorial and oralist awards in-both Semi-Final divisions;
and the winner of the Final Round.
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III. . According to general principles of
international law, Karma is entitled’
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IV. New Helios is not entitled to
) interim measures, permanent relief
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ANNEX C , . .
PUILIP C. JESSUP INIERNATIONAL LAW MOOT .COURT COMPETITION

on'm. ‘sconmc; INs TRUC‘].'ION&

,' (Pleage Rev10w Prlor to Oral Argumunts)

Bach tcam iz given 45 mlnuch to argue, of which no more than
10 minutes may be reserved for rcbuttal. or smrrcbuttal. NO_ single _
“oralist shall argue longer than. 25 minutes. Extension of Léam time
.beyond 45 minutes, which in no case shall excced 10 minutes beyond.
‘the total ‘time ‘allocated fox presentation, shall be.within. the —-
discrction of the.judges. .Strict anonymity of school identities
.shall bc ensured as far as possible., Tcams shall be identifiecd
throughout the rounds cnlj by numbcr, not by names of SQhOOla.

Durlng the argumcnt cach oral Judgc ghould tenLatlvoly score
-each oralist at the conclusion of his -or her presentation. Follow-.
ing -the argument, the judges shall retire to deliberate and exchange
opinions. They shall then ‘individuall Ly mark their scorlpg summaries.

‘without comparisons with the scoring summaries of their fellow judges..

“The team score chall be the total of the two individnwl oralist
scores. Oralist scores shall be awarded as-follows Excellent

Y

(85 ~100); good (75- 35) ; average (65 75); poor (60~ 65)
Factorg to be considered in csseq;1nq ”OLnts, wit houﬁ regerd to
_qxder Qf 1m9q:tence, lnc;uqe nu; are not limited to:

"1) Correct and articulate ™ 5) Clarity
. .=.. .analysis of the issues - 6) Ingenuity ;
2) PFamiliarity with authoxities * 7) Organization
3) _Response to questions -.8) Persuasiveness
4) -. Poise : . ’ e

- Judges should carefully vead tb special mnﬂoreddnﬂ to 1ques on
the issues and arguuents in the case. But it should be stressed unat
in doing so, judges should not consider the memorandum an air-tight,
school solution to the prcblem, but should lcok favorably upon sound,

‘Creative pres sentation. of issucs and argudients which may not appear in’
the memorandum. .

Furthermore, 1t ohould be noted that a team has no ch01ce as to
.which side of a dis spute it must represent during a particular argu-

ment; ?huruforc, the Court's scoring should not be _lnfluenced by the
‘substantive merits of the-case. : ' '



ANNEX D. L
. PHILIP C. JESSUP INTERNATIONAL

-

LAW MOOT COURT COMPETITION -

.....

.t

>

-

“Ppivision:

"Location: . -

i'Date:'

Kl

.. 'ORAL SCORING SUMMARY

Applicant: Team No. ’

" Pirst Qralist (Name) T R

: 'Secor.x-d ,Or_alis_t. ] ;_____
-‘~.~> o .. .. Total ;ream Score .

"._.Bespon'de'nt:: . T_.eam No. | .

" First Oralist . B o ___ -

'Se:cond Oréiist - | ) _____

.. '-,-'.Total Team Score

.. -

...I deem Team No. " the winner with total team s_éore
~of ' " and Team No. ' the loser with totallteam,
" score -of T -

= 'Signa_tuie




Please. feel free to comment on the perfofmaﬁce of any_off
. - -0 4 _ A ]

the Oralists. A copy of this shéet will_bé given t‘.o“the-'=

_appropriate individuals foiiowipg,the Regional._

L
- . ;‘:




" ANNEX E
PUILIP C. JESSUP- INTERNATTONAL LAW.MOOT COURT COMPETTTION

-

MEVORIAL "CCQIJG IHoTRUCTIOﬂo

Mcﬁorialsfshall be scored individually by cach Memorial Judge
inchcndcntly,of his. colleagues, by assiqgning a grade bekween 60

and 100. Excecllegnt is 85-100; good is 75-85; average is 65-75;
and poor is 60-G5. To avoid a.tie batwcen memorial scorcé; all
.scores for amplicantd -shall be even numbered, and all scores tor

espondenis sanll be odd numbered. ‘fhese scoring . rbqu1r°mcnu
shall not be construecd to dlscoucagc a comparison of aonl:cant‘"
» memorial with respondent!s nerorlal The scoring factors to be
~considered {without rcgard Lo their order of 1mpoctancu), include,

‘but are not limited to: - - o« - S ot
-1, -‘Grammar, style s .
2. Proper and, articulate analysis of the issues 1nvolved
‘3. Use of aut 10£1Lles and extent of researxch - o -
4, Logic . and ?easonlng s '
5. .Ingenuity : '

6. ‘Clarity and orggnlzaulon

7. Persuasiveness . 7’ ' .

8. Correctness of format and citations
9. Thoroughness

] ~Judges should carefullv read the spetial merorandwvm ko
judges on issues and argumenks in tHe case. But it should be .
stressed that, in doing so, judges siould not consider the memo-
randum an airtight, school solution to the problem, but should
look favorably upon sound, creative presentation of issues and
-arqguments which may not-appear in the memorandum,

- -

" Furthermore, the substantive ﬂerlts of. the case shall not
be considered in judging the mcmorlals.

Scores shall be tenuered to. the" Reg101al AQHIQlSLl&LOf
.prior to thc flrst oral argumgnt of the Re glonal

- 2

- Memorials are to be judged.on the type of criteria enunerated
_above, and not upon “their appearance. Momorials are not to Lo penal-
ized  for being of lass planJng pliysical appearance unless this re-
sultg from the infraction of a specific rule of the contest (i.e., no

~

margins) , or from a .geneoral cag ele ssncso of preparation, .-
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““pivisionfa
Location:

- Date:

EX F _~ . . . .
BHILIP C. JESSUP.INTERNATIONAL' LAW MOOT COURT COMPETITION . -

MEMORIAL SCORING SUMMARY

‘Applicant Memorial
(Even-numbered Score)

Respondent Memorial
(0dd-numbered: Score)

................

..........................

............................

...........................

* Signaturec

of

Memorial Judge ' " "'~






